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Projekt su proveli Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša, 
kopna i mora Republike Italije (institucija vodeće 
zemlje članice) i Agencija za okoliš Republike 
Austrije (institucija junior zemlje članice), te 
Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša i energetike Republike 
Hrvatske (institucija zemlje korisnice).

Ova publikacija izrađena je uz pomoć Europske 
unije. Sadržaj ove publikacije isključiva je 
odgovornost Ministarstva zaštite okoliša, kopna i 
mora Republike Italije i ne odražava nužno gledišta 
Europske unije.

Jedan od najvećih izazova za nove države 
članice Europske unije, zemlje pristupnice, 
kandidatkinje ili potencijalne kandidatkinje za 
članstvo je provedba reformi te prilagodba i 
jačanje javnih institucija u cilju usvajanja 
pravne stečevine Europske unije.

Kako bi odgovorila na taj izazov, EU je 
osmislila Twinning kao instrument 
administrativne suradnje između javne uprave 
zemlje korisnice i institucija zemlje članice EU, 
sa svrhom pružanja pomoći i prenošenja 
znanja u primjeni i provedbi pravne stečevine 
EU.

Kao privremeni instrument namijenjen novim 
zemljama članicama u prvim godinama 
članstva, Republika Hrvatska također koristi i 
Prijelazni instrument (engl. Transition Facility) 
- pomoć u financiranju mjera za razvoj i 
jačanje nacionalnih administrativnih i 
pravosudnih sposobnosti za provedbu i 
primjenu zakonodavstva Europske unije.

Više o projektu na www.haop.hr
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European Commission Representation
Ban Centar, Ulica Augusta Cesarca 4-10, 
10000 Zagreb 
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Project was implemented by the Ministry of Environment 
and Protection of Land and the Sea (IMELS), Republic of 
Italy (lead MS partner) and the Environment Agency Austria 
(Umweltbundesamt GmbH), Republic of Austria (junior MS 
partner) as well as the Ministry of Environment and Energy, 
Republic of Croatia (BC partner).

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the 
European Union. The contents of this publication are the sole 
responsibility of the Ministry of Environment and Protection of 
Land and the Sea, Republic of Italy, and it does not necessarily 
reflect the views of the European Union.

One of the greatest challenges for new EU 
member states, accession countries, candidate 
countries or potential candidates for the EU 
membership is implementation of reforms, as 
well as adjustment and strengthening of public 
institutions for adoption of the Acquis of the 
European Union.

In order to face this challenge, the EU has devised 
Twinning as an instrument of administrative 
cooperation between public administrations of 
beneficiary countries and institutions of the EU 
member states with the aim of assisting and 
transferring knowledge related to application and 
implementation of the Acquis of the European 
Union. 

The Republic of Croatia also uses the Transition 
Facility as a temporary instrument foreseen 
for new member states in their first years 
of membership – assistance in financing of 
development measures and strengthening of 
national administrative and judicial capacities for 
implementation and enforcement of EU legislation.

 

Find more on project on www.haop.hr
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Chemicals and hazardous substances 
monitoring improvement and integration of 
Seveso database into Croatian Environmental 
Information System (CEIS) as the unique 
Central Seveso Information System

This project used the expertise of two Member States – Italy 
and Austria, working with the beneficiary organisation, to en-
sure the continued development of important public services 
in line with EU standards. Project was implemented by the 
Ministry of Environment and Protection of Land and the Sea 
(IMELS), Republic of Italy (lead MS partner) and the Environ-
ment Agency Austria (Umweltbundesamt GmbH), Republic of 
Austria (junior MS partner) as well as the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Energy, Republic of Croatia (BC partner). The pro-
ject, worth in total € 900,000 and deploying around 460 man/
days of MS experts, commenced in August 2017 and lasted 
for 19 months.

The Seveso Directive - Prevention, 
Preparedness and Response

Major industrial accidents involving dangerous chemicals pose 
a significant threat to humans and the environment. Further-
more, such accidents cause huge economic losses and dis-
rupt sustainable growth. However, the use of large amounts of 
dangerous chemicals is unavoidable in some industry sectors 
which are vital for a modern industrialised society. To mini-
mise the associated risks, measures are necessary to prevent 
major accidents and to ensure appropriate preparedness and 
response should such accidents nevertheless happen.

CRO SEVESO

The overall objective of better monitoring of chemicals and re-
porting on chemicals and dangerous substances together with 
their quantities in the Republic of Croatia were achieved with 
improvement and upgrading of the current Seveso databases in 
the Ministry of Environment and Energy (MEE) (Register of Es-
tablishments in which Dangerous Substances are Present and 
the Register of Reported Major Accidents - databases REDS/
RRMA) and integrating REDS/RRMA databases into CEIS. At 
the same time, capacities of all involved competent authorities 
and other stakeholders were improved through workshops and 
seminars implemented by this project. Stronger capacities led 
to better knowledge in collecting, maintaining and validating of 
data which results in better quality of data, more precise moni-
toring and a general higher awareness and preparedness of the 
operators and of the concerned population.

By the new Environmental Protection Act (OG 80/13, 153/13, 
78/15, 12/18, 118/18), the Regulation on the Prevention of Ma-
jor Accidents Involving Dangerous Substances (OG 44/14, 
31/17, 45/17) and the Ordinance on the Registry of Installa-
tions in which Dangerous Substances are Present, and the 
Register of Reported Major Accidents (OG 139/14) were 
adopted. The Regulation transposed all annexes from Seve-
so III Directive and operators got grace period to adapt their 
documentation.

The competent authorities (CA) for Seveso directives im-
plementation in Croatia are the Ministry of Environment and 
Energy (MEE) and the Ministry of the Interior, while the co-
operating institutions are institutions of the local and regional 
government and Ministry of Construction and Physical Plan-
ning (MCPP), Ministry of Health and the Croatian Institute of 
Public Health.

All the achieved results in this project provide the general pub-
lic with information on the state of the environment in their 
neighbourhood in the part of dangerous substances, major 
accidents, accidents, domino-effects, etc.

Beneficiary organisation(s) in Croatia

The main beneficiary was the Ministry of Environment and En-
ergy (MEE). 

Close cooperation, communication and coordination was re-
quired with the following project stakeholders:

•	 Ministry of the Interior
•	 Ministry of Construction and Physical Planning (MCPP)
•	 Ministry of Health
•	 Croatian Institute of Public Health
•	 Croatian Chamber of Economy (CCE)
•	 Ministry of Economy, Entrepreneurship and Crafts
•	 Ministry of Defence
•	 Ministry of Culture
•	 Ministry of Finance - Customs Administration
•	 Hrvatske vode (legal entity for water management)
•	 Local governments and regional government
•	 All relevant inspections

Achieved results of the Twinning Project

This Twinning project assisted in upgrading of the current da-
tabase and building one unique database with all necessary 
information and data adequate for quick responding and pre-
vention of major accidents, which is the national target and the 
main task prescribed by the new Croatian Regulation on the 
Prevention of Major Accidents involving Dangerous Substanc-
es (OG 44/14, 31/17, 45/17)

Achieved results:

•	 Reporting towards the Republic of Croatia and European 
Union improved;

•	 Software for validation tools for SMS and MAPP integrat-
ed; GIS integrated;

•	 The CSIS integrated into the CEIS, combined with imple-
mentation of SMS and MAPP procedures and GIS;

•	 Institutional capacity of the Ministry of Environment and 
Energy (MEE), competent authorities (CA) and other stake-
holders strengthened.

The overall objective was to strengthen the capabilities and 
efficiency of the Republic of Croatia in the field of environmen-
tal protection and mitigation of climate changes by improv-
ing management, monitoring and more precise reporting on 
chemicals, emissions, hazardous substances and accidents 
as well as to upgrade and integrate the current Seveso data-
bases with Geographic Information System (GIS) within Croa-
tian Environmental Information System (CEIS).

The purpose of the project was to improve and harmonize 
climate change mitigation capabilities and chemical pollution 
and hazardous substances monitoring of the Croatian Minis-
try of Environment and Energy.

The Ministry of Environment and Protection of Land and 
the Sea (IMELS) was the Lead Member State institution re-
sponsible for general coordination and the management of the 
project and it was assisted by Fondazione Minoprio respon-
sible for the organisational and financial management of the 
project. IMELS is the public body responsible for all relations 
with the European Union on the prevention and intervention 
regarding major industrial accidents (Seveso Directive) and 
it is also responsible for developing and maintaining the Na-
tional Inventory of establishments with the technical support 
of its scientific arm ISPRA. Both IMELS as well as Fondazi-
one Minoprio have participated in several twinning projects in 
most of new member states and candidate countries, includ-
ing Croatia. For the specific needs of the project, short term 
experts from central and regional institutions were involved in 
relation to their specific responsibilities. This combination of 
central and regional authorities has formed a successful team 
that has supported the institutions of beneficiary countries in 
various EU funded projects.


